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ACTING PRESIDENT’S REPORT

1. Seminars

Four seminars were conducted in 2007-8. The speakers, both local and overseas, talked on a diversity of topics. They are as follows.

	Date 
	Speaker
	Title

	8 Oct 07
	Peter Skehan
	Exploring the performance of native speakers and second language learners on language learning tasks: Focus on lexis

	19 Nov 07
	L.H. Wee
	Labial-lateral duality of /l/ as a split geminate

	10 Dec 07
	Paul Drew
	A comparative study of requesting in different social and institutional settings: or, why callers to the emergency services don’t ask “I was wondering if…”

	18 Feb 08
	Jill Brown
	Thirsty for knowledge – the school experiences of Afghan and Sudanese refugee children


2. Executive Committee Meetings 
The election of the existing ExCo members was held at the last AGM on 8 October 2007.

Three committee meetings were conducted during the year. In the last meeting on 11 June, Arthur McNeill announced his resignation from his job at HKBU and his departure from Hong Kong in July 2008. Icy Lee was nominated Acting President unanimously. 
3. Postgraduate Student Travel Award 

The award (worth of $1,000), launched in 2005 to promote the academic activities of student members. was awarded to two postgraduate students - James Fong (HKBU) and Wang Zhan (CUHK). James Fong’s paper “Singapore’s Chinese language policy: How it reflects the government’s goals of economic development and multiculturalism” was presented at the 18th International Conference of Linguists in Korea, 21-26 July 2008. Wang Zhan’s paper “Exploring the role of overt articulation in L2 output practice” was presented at the AAAL Conference in Washington, USA, 29 March to 1 April 2008.
4. Affiliation with TESOL

HAAL became the 99th affiliate of TESOL Inc. in September 2006, and joined a network of 42,000 applied linguists worldwide. George Braine represented HAAL at the Affiliate Council Meeting held during the Annual TESOL Convention in Seattle, USA, in March 2007. HAAL representation is expected for the 2009 TESOL Convention.
TESOL awarded seven complimentary memberships to HAAL, and they were given to the following HAAL members on a first-come, first-served basis: Julian Quail, Liona Fok, James Fong, Michelle Stockton, Ricky Lam, Amanda Liu and Jessica Deng.
5. Financial Situation

HAAL finances remain healthy with a balance of $40,053.83. The Treasurer’s Report is given below. 
6. Membership

Currently HAAL has 75 members, with more than half (56%) being university teachers. The rest of the HAAL members are postgraduate students, NETs, language institute staff, secondary school principals, teachers, and EDB consultants.

The Acting President would like to thank the Committee Members(Andy Gao, Jon Hui, May Fan, Lixun Wang and Olga Zayts - for their teamwork and dedication. A special “Thank you” goes to May Fan for her unstinting help in arranging the seminar venue and refreshments, without which HAAL would not have been able to hold its meetings so smoothly. We are also grateful to the Department of English of Hong Kong Polytechnic University for being our generous host.

HAAL Treasurer’s Report 2007-08

	HAAL Income 07/08
	HK$
	
	HAAL Expenditure 07/08
	HK$

	Balance brought forward from 06/07
	
	1. PG Student Travel Grant
	2,000

	1. savings a/c
	40,455.89
	
	2. Refreshments + meals for speakers
	1,371.10

	2. current a/c
	631.34
	
	3. Postage
	25

	3. petty cash
	628.5
	
	4. Honorarium for Prof. Drew 
	1,000

	       
	
	Sub-Total:
	41,715.73
	
	5. Application fee for TESOL affiliation
	1,198 

	Income 07/08
	
	
	(equivalent to 151 USD)
	

	4. Unclaimed cheque
	200
	
	6. Stipend for PolyU helper John
	500

	5. Membership fees
	6,600
	
	7. Web hosting fee
	826

	6. Interest on saving a/c
	448.20
	
	8. Sponsorship to HKU conference
	2,000

	7. Donation
	10
	
	
	

	
	
	Sub-Total:
	7,258.20
	
	
	
	Total:
	8,920.10

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total:
	48,973.93
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	HAAL Capital as at 2/9/08
	

	
	
	
	1. Savings a/c
	
	36,075.89

	
	
	
	2. Current a/c
	
	227.44

	
	
	
	3. Petty cash
	
	3,750.50

	
	
	
	
	
	Total:
	40,053.83

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	 Income - Expenditure:
	40,053.83

	
	
	
	
	
	Extra
	0.00
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