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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

1. Seminars

Seven seminars were conducted in 2008-9. The speakers, both local and overseas, talked on a diversity of topics. They are as follows.

	Date 
	Speaker
	Title

	6 Oct 2008
	David Coniam and Christina Lee
	Onscreen marking of English language compositions

	3 Nov 2008
	John Milton
	Our words or their words? – helping EFL learners towards independence

	12 Jan 2009
	Lyle Bachman
	Research use argument: an alternative paradigm for empirical research in applied linguistics

	9 Feb 2009
	Stephen Andrews
	Teacher language awareness (TLA) and L2 teacher expertise

	2 March 2009
	Wang Lixun
	Student-authored wikibook projects: an innovative approach to promoting English academic reading and writing

	6 April 2009
	Becky Kwan
	Instruction in international research publishing (IRPI): what is in place for doctoral students in Hong Kong?

	22 June 2009
	Diane Belcher
	Understanding learner identity


2. Executive Committee Meetings 
The election of the existing ExCo members was held at the last AGM on 6 October 2008.

Three committee meetings were held during the year. Two of them focused on the 3rd Research Forum to be held on 12 December 2009.
3. The Annual Cruise

We had our annual cruise in Sai Kung on 9 November 2009. The boat trip was joined by twenty-nine people (including members and their guests).
4. Postgraduate Student Travel Award 

The award (worth of $3,000), launched in 2005 to promote the academic activities of student members was awarded to two postgraduate students -  Liang Xiaohua, Susan (HKU) and Liu Zhaoyang, Amanda (HKU). Susan Liang’s paper “Investigating activities in an English immersion context in Mainland China” was presented at the AAAL Conference in Denver, Colorado, USA, 21-24 March 2009. Amanda Liu’s paper “A narrative inquiry into the impact of English language curriculum reform on teachers’ professional identities in Mainland China” was presented at the 6th International Language Teacher Education Conference in Washington D.C., USA, 28-30 May 2009. Each of them received an award of $1,500.
5. Affiliation with TESOL

HAAL became the 99th affiliate of TESOL Inc. in September 2006 and joined a network of 42,000 applied linguists worldwide. Andy Gao represented HAAL at the Affiliate Council Meeting held during the Annual TESOL Convention in Denver, Colorada, USA, in March 2009. HAAL representation is expected for the 2011 TESOL Convention.
TESOL awarded seven complimentary memberships to HAAL, and they were given to the following HAAL members on a first-come first-served basis: Michelle Roggenkamp, Lu Lu, Xu ZhiChang, Jia Yu Jie, Jenny Lau, Connie Ng and Danny Leung.
6. Financial Situation

HAAL finances remain healthy with a balance of $39,712.98. The Treasurer’s Report is given below. 
7. Membership

HAAL membership has expanded to over 100 - an increase of 26% in 2008-9. It is encouraging to note that nearly half of them are new members. Among our members, 57% are university / college teachers and 29% are postgraduate students. The remaining 14% are NETs and teachers from secondary schools and other post-secondary institutions. 
8. Note of thanks
I would like to thank the Committee Members( George Braine, Mable Chan, Andy Gao, Jon Hui, Emily Lui and Lixun Wang - for their teamwork and dedication. A special “Thank you” goes to George Braine for his leadership as HAAL President in 2005-7, his contribution to the Executive Committee in 2008-9, and most importantly, his mentorship and guidance throughout the year. We are also most grateful to the Department of English of Hong Kong Polytechnic University for being our generous host and for their continuous support.

HAAL Treasurer’s Report 2008-09 HAAL Treasurer’s Report 2008-09

	HAAL Income 07/08
	HK$
	
	HAAL Expenditure 07/08
	HK$

	Balance brought forward from 07/08
	
	1. PG Student Travel Grant
	3,000

	1. savings a/c
	36,075.89
	
	2. Refreshments + meals for speakers
	1,569.60

	2. current a/c
	227.44
	
	3. Application fee for TESOL affiliation
	1,194

	3. petty cash
	3,750.50
	
	 (equivalent to 151 USD)
	

	       
	
	Sub-Total:
	40,053.83
	
	4. Stipend for PolyU helper John
	500

	Income 07/08
	
	
	5. Web hosting fee
	826

	4. Membership fees
	8550
	
	6. Sponsorship HKIED conference
	2,000

	5. Interest on saving a/c
	48.25
	
	7. Stamp and postage
	49.50

	6. Boat trip income
	6750.00
	
	8.Crystal trophy for May Fan
	350

	
	
	
	9. Boat trip expenses
	6150

	
	
	Sub-Total:
	15,348.25
	
	
	
	Total:
	15,639.10

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total:
	55402.08
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	HAAL Capital as at 2/9/08
	

	
	
	
	1. Savings a/c
	
	31,698.94

	
	
	
	2. Current a/c
	
	142.04

	
	
	
	3. Petty cash
	
	7922.00

	
	
	
	
	
	Total:
	39,762.98

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Net Income –Expenditure (2008-09) 
	-209.85

	
	
	
	
	
	 Income - Expenditure:
	39,762.98

	
	
	
	
	
	Extra
	00
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