Hong Kong Association for Applied Linguistics (HAAL)
President Report

(October 2021 – September 2022)
The existing EXCO has the following members:

Dr. Gavin Bui (President, HSUHK), Dr. Jim Chan (Immediate President, HKU), Dr. Barry Bai (Treasurer, CUHK), Dr. Mable Chan (Secretary, HKBU), Ms. Emily Lui (Secretary, PolyU), Dr. Benjamin Moorhouse (Outreach Officer, HKBU), Mr. Dennis Chau (Outreach Officer, HKMU), Dr. Qing Ma, Angel (Webmaster, EdUHK), Dr. Ricky Lam (Member, HKBU), Dr. Christoph Hafner (Member, CityU), Dr. Carmen Lee (Member, CUHK), Dr. Matthew Sung (Member, CityU), Dr. Danny Leung (Member, HKMU) and Dr. Phoenix Lam (Member, PolyU).
Senior Advisors: Prof. Icy Lee and Prof. George Braine
AY 2021-22
1. Executive Meetings and AGM
One Exco meeting was held on 11 May 2022 (Wednesday). The AGM was held on 6 October 2021 (Wednesday). The minutes of all meetings were circulated and endorsed by EXCO members. 

2. Members

We have 66 members in AY2021-2022 including 19 students, 44 teachers/researchers in higher education, and 2 teachers in secondary education, and 1 in other categories (life-long membership: 23, three-year membership: 23; one-year membership: 10). 

3. Research Webinars 

Seven research webinars were held. They included: 1.Prof. Xuesong (Andy) Gao, University of New South Wales (6 October 2021); 2 Ms. Nicole Tavares, University of Hong Kong (25 November 2021); 3. Prof. Seyyed-Abdolhamid Mirhosseini, University of Hong Kong (13 January 2022); 4. Dr. Sal Consoli, City University of Hong Kong (14 February 2022); 5. Prof. Ron Darvin, The Chinese University of Hong Kong (10 March 2022); 6. Prof. Peter Skehan, University Colleague London (7 April 2022); 7. Prof. Angel Ma, Education University of Hong (29 June 2022).
4. Annual Social Event

The annual social event was organized for HAAL members. However, due to the 4-person cap on public gatherings amidst the Covid-19 pandemic, this event has been postponed until further update on Hong Kong’s social distancing restrictions.
5. Student Scholarships and presentations
The awardees of the Student Travel Grant AY 2021-2022 were Ms Qiuhua Feng (Alice) from the City University of Hong Kong (Department of English) and Miss Yi Lin (Elaine) from the Chinese University of Hong Kong (Department of English). The awardee of Fawzia Braine Memorial Award 2021-2022 was Mr Eric Yin Liu, a PhD candidate in the School of English at the University of Hong Kong. The three award recipients have delivered short presentations on their award-winning papers on 30 May 2022.
6. Financial Viability 
As of 2 August 2022, the income of HAAL was HKD $12,808.08 and its overall expenditure was HKD $ 7,767.18. HAAL had a positive balance of HKD $ 81,033.30 in AY 2020-22. The Treasurer reported details of income and expenditure items during AGM and the financial report was circulated and endorsed by EXCO members. The financial viability of HAAL remains optimistic and sustainable. 
7. New Initiatives and Achievements

7.1 Research webinars

Owing to the pandemic, HAAL continued to hold research webinars (via Zoom) instead of face-to-face seminars in AY 2021-2022. It turned out that there were larger audiences (ranging from 60 to 300 participants) each time at most of such events than in the face-to-face mode. Also, the webinars gave us opportunities to invite overseas scholars (e.g., Prof. Peter Skehan from UCL) which would not be normally possible in the physical setting. 

7.2 Outreach activities
We had several informal meetings with the executive members (president and treasurer) of the Association of HK Language Centres to exchange opinions and information about the organizations as well as future collaboration plans to promote ELT and Applied linguistics in Hong Kong.
Dr. Mable Chan, Secretary of the HAAL Exco, participated in the Envisioning the future: innovation across Asian and Oceania TESOL Affiliates, Affiliate Network Professional Council of TESOL International on 25 February 2022, as an HAAL presentative. 

Dr. Mable Chan, Secretary of the HAAL Exco, joined the 30th MELTA International Conference MELTA Online 2022 on 10-11 September 2022, as an invited representative of HAAL and gave a research presentation. This is part of HAAL’s collaborative agreement with MELTA Malaysia.
7.3 Promotion of events 
Apart from promoting our events via our member and non-member email list, there has also been regular updates on our new HAAL website and facebook page in AY 2021-2022.
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